MOVIES 


Pegasus 


This article is an expansion based on a canon element. For canon inform 
os topic, follow the link to The Witcher Wiki: Pegasus. 


A pegasus (plural: pegasi) is a 
type of monster that was originally 
classified as a hybrid but was later 
reclassified as a relic due to its 
near extinction in the early 13th 
century. However, after the 
Second Conjunction of the 
Spheres in and the 
subsequent increase in its 
population, it was once again 
classified as a hybrid. The pegasus 
is a distant relative of the griffin 
and its variants and subspecies, 
such as the hippogriff, as well as 
other, more distantly related 
members of its evolutionary 
family, like the poukai from the 

5. Its closest relative is the 


valran of the Ear 
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Classification 


Wingspan 


Hybrid 
Relict (until 1358) 


In terms of size, the pegasus 
is considerably smaller than 
a griffin, though still larger 
than a typical horse. Its size 
is comparable to that of a 
smaller elephant 


Their wings are large for 
their size, covered ina 
dense layer of plumage that 
provides both insulation and 
camouflage. However, unlike 
most bird-like creatures, the 
pegasus's wings have a 
unique feature: part of the 
upper area is devoid of 
feathers and resembles the 
spikes present in the 
membranous wings of some 
draconids like wyverns and 
the joined legs and wings of 
griffins. In this area, a 
specialized bone protrudes, 
sharp and strong, similar to 
the already mentioned 
draconid spike which the 
pegasus uses to attack prey 
during flight 


Horizontal slit pupils, similar 
to those found in some 
animals that are both prey 
and predators, such as frogs 
or octopuses 


Jasha Republic 


2 days ago 


Female Witchers 


School of the Lynx 


Jolanta Dinmarb 


Jasha Republic 


School of the Fox 


Ecolo 


Lifespan The lifespan of a pegasus is 
comparable to that of a 
griffin, often reaching 
several decades if they 
manage to avoid hunters 
and rival predators 


Intelligence Beast-like, similar to that of 
an archgriffin 


Nature Aggresive 


Range Unlike griffins, which tend to 
establish and defend 
territories, pegasi are 
nomadic by nature. This 
nomadism is driven by their 
need to follow herds of wild 
horses or locate human 
settlements where 
domesticated horses are 
kept. A pegasus will often 
shadow a herd of wild 
horses for weeks or even 
months, waiting for the right 
moment to strike 


Habitat Nomadic, though they could 
be usually found in 
mountains and dense 
forests 

Diet Carnivore 


Prey Horses 


Predators Witchers 


MENTARIES 
ge a y Y 


Appearance 6 


The pegasus is a creature of both beauty and terror, combining features of bird 
and beast in a manner that is as graceful as it is deadly. Unlike the common 
griffin, whose wings are attached to its forelimbs, the pegasus shares with the 
hippogriff the notable trait of having its front legs separate from its wings. This 
anatomical distinction allows for greater maneuverability in flight and grants 
the pegasus remarkable agility when landing or taking off, especially in tight 


spaces such as forests or mountainous regions. 


Its legs are more muscular than those of a griffin, providing the strength 
needed for sudden bursts of speed during flight or when making sharp turns to 
evade predators or pursue prey. This strength also allows the pegasus to 
grapple and carry off live horses during flight, using a combination of its 
powerful front legs and sharp talons to securely hold onto its prey. Once in its 
grasp, the pegasus's flight muscles, enhanced by its compact size and 


aerodynamic form, enable it to maintain altitude and maneuverability, even 


while carrying the substantial weight of a struggling horse. 


The pegasus's feet, while avian in structure, have evolved to resemble a 
horse's hoof. This adaptation provides additional protection during emergency 
landings, where a more delicate bird's foot might be injured. The hooved talons 
are reinforced with keratin, making them both durable and effective weapons 


during ground combat, where the pegasus can strike with devastating force. 


In terms of size, the pegasus is considerably smaller than a griffin, though still 
larger than a typical horse. Its size is comparable to that of a smaller elephant, 
like those found in the arid lands of Hannu in the Far South. This gives the 
pegasus a commanding presence while still allowing the agility needed for 


swift, predatory strikes from the air. 


The monster's tail is another formidable weapon. Like the griffin, the pegasus 
uses its large, muscular tail to strike and knock down its enemies. The tail is not 
merely for balance during flight but serves as a versatile tool in both offense 


and defense, capable of delivering bone-crushing blows. 


In myths and folklore, pegasi are often described simply as winged horses, a 
misconception that has persisted throughout the ages. This simplistic view 
arose because early encounters with these monsters were often from a 
distance or in the chaos of battle, where the details of their avian features 

were overlooked. The reality is that the pegasus has adopted certain aspects of 
horses through convergent evolution, allowing it to blend in with herds of 
horses, its primary prey. This ability to camouflage as a mere horse helped the 
species survive in areas heavily populated by humans, who often misidentified 


them as divine or cursed animals. 


The pegasus's mane is one of its most striking features, often mistaken for that 
of a horse. However, this is actually a type of longer plumage that resembles a 
mane, serving multiple purposes. This plumage helps the pegasus camouflage 
among horses, making it easier to approach its prey unnoticed. Additionally, 
the mane plays a crucial role in social interactions among pegasi. The color and 
condition of the plumage are indicators of health and reproductive fitness, with 
brighter or more elaborate manes signaling readiness for mating. The mane is 
usually a different color than the rest of the plumage, which, like horse fur, is 


shorter than the supposed mane. 


The pegasus's head, while seemingly equine, houses a deadly secret. What 
appears to be the snout of a horse is, in reality, a well-camouflaged beak that 
matches the color of its plumage. This beak is less pronounced than that of a 
griffin or hippogriff, allowing the pegasus to maintain its disguise as a horse 
more effectively. However, the beak’s design is optimized for tearing flesh 
rather than grazing on grass, revealing the creature's predatory nature. Unlike 
other avian predators that have lost their teeth over millennia, pegasi still 
possess sharp teeth within their beaks, a feature that helps them to process 


horse meat more efficiently. 


Unlike griffins, whose vision is situated on the top of their heads to provide a 
wide field of view, pegasi have evolved to imitate equine vision by positioning 
their eyes on either side of their heads. This adaptation, while limiting their 
depth perception slightly, allows them to maintain their disguise more 
effectively. Their eyes do not have horizontal pupils like those of horses but 
instead possess horizontal slit pupils, similar to those found in some animals 
that are both prey and predators, such as frogs or octopuses. This unique 


ocular structure grants the pegasus excellent vision in both bright daylight and 


the dim light of dawn or dusk, the preferred times for their hunts. 


Biology 6 A 


The pegasus, like its relatives, reproduces similarly to other avian creatures, by 
laying eggs. These eggs are typically hidden in remote, inaccessible areas, 
such as high cliffs or dense forests, where they are guarded by both parents 
until they hatch. The eggs are remarkably resilient, with shells resistant to 
most environmental hazards, including cold and moisture, ensuring the 


survival of the next generation. 


To achieve flight, pegasi possess hollow bones and specialized organs that 
make their bodies lighter without sacrificing strength. This fragility of bones is 
compensated for with powerful musculature, superior to that of a purebred 
horse and even their griffin relatives. The pegasus's muscle structure is 
particularly well-developed in the wings and legs, allowing for explosive bursts 


of speed and power during flight or combat. 


Their wings are large for their size, covered in a dense layer of plumage that 
provides both insulation and camouflage. However, unlike most bird-like 
creatures, the pegasus's wings have a unique feature: part of the upper area is 
devoid of feathers and resembles the spikes present in the membranous wings 
of some draconids like wyverns and the joined legs and wings of griffins. In this 
area, a specialized bone protrudes, sharp and strong, similar to the already 
mentioned draconid spike which the pegasus uses to attack prey during flight. 
Since their main prey is horses, which are exceptionally fast, this specialized 
bone is used to strike them in the area where the neck joins the body, 


delivering a fatal blow that quickly incapacitates the prey. 


Additionally, the pegasus possesses two horns that are slightly camouflaged 
as equine ears. These horns are not as prominent as those of other horned 
creatures, but they are no less dangerous. Like bulls, pegasi use these horns to 
charge at enemies or rival pegasi, delivering powerful, goring blows that can be 
fatal. 


The lifespan of a pegasus is comparable to that of a griffin, often reaching 
several decades if they manage to avoid hunters and rival predators. However, 
unlike griffins, which tend to establish and defend territories, pegasi are 
nomadic by nature. This nomadism is driven by their need to follow herds of 
wild horses or locate human settlements where domesticated horses are kept. 
A pegasus will often shadow a herd of wild horses for weeks or even months, 


waiting for the right moment to strike. 


In terms of resilience, pegasi share many traits with archgriffins, including the 
ability to spit acid. This acid is a powerful corrosive, capable of dissolving metal 
and flesh alike, making it a formidable weapon against both prey and 
predators. Furthermore, pegasi are resistant to fire, a trait that likely developed 
during a time when they competed with dragons and draconids for similar prey. 
This resistance to fire, combined with their acid-spitting ability, makes them 


incredibly difficult to combat using traditional methods. 


Diet o A 


Pegasi are carnivorous monsters with a diet that primarily consists of horses. 


Their hunting tactics are tailored to take down these swift and powerful 
animals, relying on a combination of stealth, speed, and lethal precision. When 
hunting, a pegasus will often wait for the perfect moment to dive from the sky, 
using its specialized bone to strike its prey’s neck, causing rapid blood loss and 
incapacitation. They prefer to consume their prey quickly, often eating as 


much as possible before other predators are attracted to the kill. 


Behavior »« A 


Unlike griffins, which are known to toy with their prey, eating it alive piece by 
piece, pegasi are more efficient and merciless hunters. This difference in 
behavior is largely due to their primary prey being horses, which are far more 
challenging to capture and subdue compared to sheep or other animals. Once 
a pegasus has downed a horse, it will begin feeding almost immediately, 
consuming large portions of the flesh before any scavengers or rival predators 


can approach. 


The near extinction of pegasi by the early 13th century was largely due to their 
diet of horses. As horses were key to the expansion of human civilization, 
particularly for transportation, warfare, and agriculture, humans viewed pegasi 
as a significant threat. Extensive hunting campaigns were organized to protect 
horse populations, leading to the near eradication of pegasi. Only the most 
remote and elusive of the species survived, leading to their classification as 


relics before their resurgence after the Second Conjunction of the Spheres. 


Slaying 6 A 
Slaying a pegasus is a dangerous and challenging task, even for the most 


experienced witcher. While they can be killed with sufficient force, pegasi 


require specific strategies to ensure success. 


Silver swords coated in hybrid oil are essential in combat against pegasi, as 
they are for all hybrid monsters. Hybrid oil increases the effectiveness of a 
witcher's strikes, allowing them to penetrate the pegasus's tough hide and 


resilient bones. 


Among the recommended signs for dealing with a pegasus are Quen and 
Yrden. The Quen Sign, which provides a protective shield, is invaluable for 
withstanding the pegasus's powerful attacks, especially its ramming charges 
and tail strikes. Meanwhile, the Yrden Sign, which creates a magical trap, can 
slow down the pegasus’s movements, making it easier to land a blow on this 


fast and agile monster. 


The Aard Sign, known for its telekinetic shockwave, is less effective against 
pegasi than it is against griffins due to their lighter bones and more robust 
musculature, which allow them to absorb and dissipate the force more 


efficiently. 


The next recommended Signs are the Aceta Sign, which produces a stream of 
acid, can be particularly effective in countering the pegasus's own acid attacks 
or breaking through its defenses. Hatri, a telempathic journeyman Sign, 
reflects the opponent's hatred and bloodlust back upon them, often causing 
the pegasus to flee or hesitate, creating an opening for attack. Luxii, a Sign 
drawing power from the Para-Elemental Plane of Light, emits a blinding flash 
of light that can temporarily disorient the pegasus, giving the witcher a crucial 
advantage. Petrax, a defensive Sign that enhances the witcher’s resistance to 
impacts, is especially useful when enduring the pegasus's powerful physical 
strikes or mitigating fall damage. Finally, Reverte, a Sign that reverses the Aard 
Sign’s force, pulls the pegasus closer, making it easier to deliver a decisive 


strike. 


In addition to signs and the silver sword, some witcher bombs are highly 
effective tools against pegasi. The Grapeshot bomb, with its shrapnel-like 
explosion, can deal significant damage to a pegasus's wings, grounding it and 


making it easier to engage and the Samum bomb, which creates a blinding 


flash and a deafening bang, can disorient the pegasus if the Luxii Sign didn't 


work as expected due to being fighting the pegasus in daylight hours, leaving 


it vulnerable to attacks. 


When it comes to potions, the is essential, heightening reflexes 
and enhancing reaction time to match the pegasus's rapid movements. Tawny 
Owl, which boosts stamina regeneration, is also recommended for maintaining 


a sustained offense or defense during prolonged encounters. 


For those facing particularly aggressive or large pegasi, the Thunderbolt potion 
can amplify a witcher's physical strength, ensuring that each strike lands with 
enough force to pierce the creature's resilient plumage and bones. If the 
pegasus is known to be especially tough, the nN provides a 


boost to adrenaline, critical for landing decisive blows. 


In terms of decoctions, the Archgriffin Decoction allows a witcher to deal 
increased damage when striking with full stamina, which is ideal for combating 
the swift and elusive pegasus. The Chort Decoction, which increases 
resistance to stagger effects, can be life-saving when facing the pegasus's 


powerful tail strikes or ramming attacks. 


Trivia A 
« The name Pegasus is also associated with a horse owned by the famed 
troubadour . This horse was known for being exceptionally lazy, 


fat, and slow—qualities that stand in stark contrast to the deadly and 


swift nature of the real pegasi. 
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